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 AURORA AUSTRALIS 
 

Martyn Hancock 
 

 

Duration: 7’40”        Level:  4  
 

 

Program Notes: 

Aurora Australis, the southern hemisphere’s equivalent to the famous Aurora Borealis 

(Northern Lights), is a descriptive work portraying the colourful night sky light display 

visible from high southern latitudes in Antarctica, Chile, Argentina, New Zealand, and 

Australia. 

The work depicts this wonderful glowing sky phenomenon as it subtly grows from 

nothing into a large energetic geomagnetic storm, emitting contrasting shapes and colours 

in the night sky, before gently fading away as the night comes to an end. 

Rehearsal Notes: 

 

Enjoyment of the dissonance in opening and subsequent sections will bring the 

shimmering movement of the lights in the nights sky.  Ensure smooth entries that grow 

from the silence or previous sounds.  Intonation deserves attention throughout. 

 

Be aware of the ensemble balance throughout the solo passages, allowing them to come 

through the texture of tensions and dissonance. 

 

About the Composer: 

Martyn moved to Australia in 2007 after serving over seventeen years in the British 

Royal Marines Band Service as a tuba, string bass and bass guitar player. 

Martyn has been a keen composer and arranger of music for many years, and his first 

successful work was in 2001 when he won a competition to compose a march to mark the 

centenary of Her Majesty’s Submarine Service. Thirteen years later, Martyn also had the 

honour of composing a march to commemorate the 2014 centenary of Australia's 

Submarine Service. 

Other compositions include several more marches, descriptive music, solo items, and a 

large scale forty-minute symphony that was recorded for Australia’s 2013 International 

Fleet Review. Much of Martyn’s music has been professionally recorded and he has been 

lucky enough to have had his works performed at high profile events across the globe in 

some of the world’s top venues, and in front of numerous dignitaries including Her 

Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktouma, 

the Sultan of Brunei, the Governor General of Australia, the Governor of NSW and the 

Prime Minister of Australia. 

 
 
N.B. Please include the details of this work in the Performing Rights Return or send details of the performance to the publisher 
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Aurora Australis

NOTICE TO CONDUCTORS AND PERFORMERS
The writers of this music depend on its sale to obtain some reward 

for hours of hard work.  Copying by any means is against the law and
inhibits the creation of material for your use - DO NOT PHOTOCOPY

© Copyright Brolga Music 2018
International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved.

"Winner of the Australian Wind Symphony Composition Competition 2016
Sponsored by Australian Band Orchestra Directors' Association (ABODA) NSW and World Projects South Pacific." Martyn Hancock
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